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Glossary 
 
Abbreviation Description 
AB Assembly Bill 
ABAG Association of Bay Area Governments  
AQI Air Quality Index 
BAAQMD Bay Area Air Quality Management District  
BACWA Bay Area Clean Water Agency 
BIG Build it Green  
BTA Bicycle Transportation Account  
CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection  
CAP Climate Action Plan 
CDBG Community Development Block Grant  
CDDD Construction Demolition Diversion Deposit Program  
C&D Construction and Demolition  
CEC California Energy Commission  
CEO Chief Executive Officer  
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 
CNG Compressed natural gas  
DOE Department of Energy  
EB MUD East Bay Municipal Utility District  
EBC Environmental Business Cluster  
EIR Environmental Impact Report  
EP3 Environmentally Preferable Procurement Policy  
EPP Environmentally Preferable Procurement  
EPR Extended Producer Responsibility 
GHG Greenhouse gas 
GMMP Groundwater Management and Mitigation Plan  
GPCD Gallons per Capita per Day 
kW Kilowatt  
LED Light Emitting Diode  
LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design  
LPG Liquid Propane Gas 
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 
MW Megawatt  
MGD Million gallons per day  
MTC Metropolitan Transportation Commission  
OCF Our City Forest  
PG&E Pacific Gas and Electric  
PPA Power Purchase Agreement  
PUC California Public Utilities Commission  
PV Photovoltaic  
RFI Request for Information  
RFP Request for Proposals  
RPN Responsible Purchasing Network  
RTP Recreational Trails Program  
SAFETEA-LU Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 

Act: A Legacy for Users 
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SB Senate Bill  
SBWR South Bay Water Recycling  
SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District  
SEP Strategic Energy Plan 
SF PUC San Francisco Public Utilities Commission  
SJ San  José 
SJRA San José Redevelopment Agency  
SNI Strong Neighborhoods Initiative  
STI Special tenant improvement  
UL Underwriters Laboratory’s  
USGBC United States Green Building Council  
VALE Voluntary Airport Low Emission  
VTA Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority  
WPCP San José/Santa Clara Water Pollution Control Plant  
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URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACCORDS 

Signed on the occasion United Nations Environment Programme World Environment Day 
June 5th, 2005 in San Francisco, California 

 
GREEN CITIES DECLARATION 
 
Recognizing that for the first time in history, the majority of the planet’s population 
now lives in cities and that continued urbanization will result in one million people 
moving to cities each week, thus creating a new set of environmental challenges and 
opportunities; and  
 
Believing that as Mayors of cities around the globe, we have a unique opportunity to 
provide leadership to develop truly sustainable urban centers based on culturally and 
economically appropriate local actions; and  
 
Recalling that in 1945 the leaders of 50 nations gathered in San Francisco to develop 
and sign the Charter of the United Nations; and 
 
Acknowledging the importance of the obligations and spirit of the 1972 Stockholm 
Conference on the Human Environment, the 1992 Rio Earth Summit (UNCED), the 1996 
Istanbul Conference on Human Settlements, the 2000 Millennium Summit, and the 2002 
Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development, we see the Urban 
Environmental Accords described below as a synergistic extension of the efforts to 
advance sustainability, foster vibrant economies, promote social equity, and protect the 
planet’s natural systems;  
 
Therefore, be it resolved, today on World Environment Day 2005 in San Francisco, we 
the signatory Mayors have come together to write a new chapter in the history of global 
cooperation. We commit to promote this collaborative platform and to build an 
ecologically sustainable, economically dynamic, and socially equitable future for our 
urban citizens; and  
 
Be it further resolved that we call to action our fellow Mayors around the world to sign 
the Urban Environmental Accords and collaborate with us to implement the Accords; and  
 
Be it further resolved that by signing these Urban Environmental Accords, we commit 
ourselves to moving vital issues of sustainability to the top of our legislative agendas. By 
implementing the Urban Environmental Accords, we aim to realize the right to a clean, 
healthy, and safe environment for all members of our society. 
 
 
URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACCORDS: VISION AND IMPLEMENTATION  
 
The 21 Actions that comprise the Urban Environmental Accords are proven first steps 
toward environmental sustainability. However, to achieve long-term sustainability, cities 
will have to progressively improve performance in all thematic areas.  
 



Implementing the Urban Environmental Accords will require an open, transparent, and 
participatory dialogue between government, community groups, businesses, academic 
institutions, and other key partners. Accords implementation will benefit where decisions 
are made on the basis of a careful assessment of available alternatives using the best 
available science.    
 
The call to action set forth in the Accords will most often result in cost savings as a result 
of diminished resource consumption and improvements in the health and general well-
being of city residents. Implementation of the Accords can leverage each city's 
purchasing power to promote and even require responsible environmental, labor and 
human rights practices from vendors.  
 
Between now and the World Environment Day 2012, cities shall work to implement as 
many of the 21 Actions as possible.  The ability of cities to enact local environmental 
laws and policies differs greatly.   However, the success of the Accords will ultimately be 
judged on the basis of actions taken.  Therefore, the Accords can be implemented 
though programs and activities even where cities lack the requisite legislative authority 
to adopt laws. 
  
The goal is for cities to pick three actions to adopt each year. In order to recognize the 
progress of cities to implement the Accords a City Green Star Program shall be created. 
At the end of the seven years a city that has implemented:  
 
19 to 21 Actions  shall be recognized as a             City 
15 to 18 Actions shall be recognized as a  City   
12 to 17 Actions  shall be recognized as a  City 
  8 to 11 Actions shall be recognized as a  City 
 
 
 
 
Energy 
Renewable Energy | Energy Efficiency | Climate Change 
Waste Reduction 
Zero Waste | Manufacturer Responsibility | Consumer Responsibility 
Urban Design 
Green Building | Urban Planning | Slums 
Urban Nature 
Parks | Habitat Restoration | Wildlife 
Transportation 
Public Transportation | Clean Vehicles | Reducing Congestion 
Environmental Health 
Toxics Reduction | Healthy Food Systems | Clean Air 
Water 
Water Access and Efficiency | Source Water Protection | Waste Water Reduction 
  
ENERGY 
Action 1 Adopt and implement a policy to increase the use of renewable energy to meet 
ten per cent of the city’s peak electric load within seven years. 
Action 2 Adopt and implement a policy to reduce the city’s peak electric load by ten per 
cent within seven years through energy efficiency, shifting the timing of energy 



demands, and conservation measures. 
Action 3 Adopt a citywide greenhouse gas reduction plan that reduces the jurisdiction’s 
emissions by twenty-five per cent by 2030, and which includes a system for accounting 
and auditing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
WASTE REDUCTION 
Action 4 Establish a policy to achieve zero waste going to landfills and incinerators by 
2040. 
Action 5 Adopt a citywide program that reduces the use of a disposable, toxic, or non-
renewable product category by at least fifty per cent in seven years. 
Action 6 Implement "user-friendly" recycling and composting programs, with the goal of 
reducing by twenty per cent per capita solid waste disposal to landfill and incineration in 
seven years. 
 
URBAN DESIGN 
Action 7 Adopt a policy that mandates a green building rating system standard that 
applies to all new municipal buildings. 
Action 8 Adopt urban planning principles and practices that advance higher density, 
mixed use, walkable, bikeable, and disabled-accessible neighborhoods which coordinate 
land use and transportation with open space systems for recreation and ecological 
restoration. 
Action 9 Adopt a policy or implement a program that creates environmentally beneficial 
jobs in slums and/or low-income neighborhoods.  
 
URBAN NATURE 
Action 10 Ensure that there is an accessible public park or recreational open space 
within half-a-kilometer of every city resident by 2015.  
Action 11 Conduct an inventory of existing canopy coverage in the city and then 
establish a goal based on ecological and community considerations to plant or maintain 
canopy coverage in not less than 50 per cent of all available sidewalk planting sites. 
Action 12 Pass legislation that protects critical habitat corridors and other key habitat 
characteristics (e.g. water features, food-bearing plants, shelter for wildlife, use of native 
species, etc.) from unsustainable development. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Action 13 Develop and implement a policy which expands affordable public 
transportation coverage to within half-a-kilometer of all city residents in ten years. 
Action 14 Pass a law or implement a program that eliminates leaded gasoline (where it 
is still used); phases down sulfur levels in diesel and gasoline fuels, concurrent with 
using advanced emission controls on all buses, taxis, and public fleets to reduce 
particulate matter and smog-forming emissions from those fleets by 50 per cent in seven 
years. 
Action 15 Implement a policy to reduce the percentage of commuter trips by single 
occupancy vehicles by ten per cent in seven years. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
Action 16 Every year, identify one product, chemical, or compound that is used within 
the city that represents the greatest risk to human health and adopt a law and provide 
incentives to reduce or eliminate its use by the municipal government.  
Action 17 Promote the public health and environmental benefits of supporting locally 



grown organic foods.  Ensure that twenty per cent of all city facilities (including schools) 
serve locally grown and organic food within seven years. 
Action 18 Establish an Air Quality Index (AQI) to measure the level of air pollution and 
set the goal of reducing by 10 per cent in seven years the number of days categorized in 
the AQI range as "unhealthy" or "hazardous." 
 
WATER 
Action 19 Develop policies to increase adequate access to safe drinking water, aiming 
at access for all by 2015.  For cities with potable water consumption greater than 100 
liters per capita per day, adopt and implement policies to reduce consumption by 10 per 
cent by 2015. 
Action 20 Protect the ecological integrity of the city’s primary drinking water sources 
(i.e., aquifers, rivers, lakes, wetlands and associated ecosystems). 
Action 21 Adopt municipal wastewater management guidelines and reduce the volume 
of untreated wastewater discharges by ten per cent in seven years through the 
expanded use of recycled water and the implementation of a sustainable urban 
watershed planning process that includes participants of all affected communities and is 
based on sound economic, social, and environmental principles. 
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Bay Area Climate Change Compact 

Preamble 

We, as signatories of this Bay Area Climate Change Compact, recognize the need for immediate, coordinated and 

visionary action on greenhouse gas reductions and progress toward a sustainable society that is resilient to climate 

change. Further, we: 

 Fully support the state of California’s climate change goals set forth in the AB 32 Global Warming 

Solutions Act and Executive Order # S-3-05 (2000 levels by 2010, 1990 levels by 2020, 80% below 1990 by 

2050);  

 Have each established our respective municipal, agency, and organizational goals and programs;  

 Recognize that the challenges we face are regional in nature and can best be addressed in partnership;  

 Will strive to enable and expand the environmental, economic, and equity benefits of climate action;  

 Will commit leadership resources to work together in order to realize our shared vision.  

Purpose 

We are committed to creating a public-private identity that best serves our region and all of its municipalities, 

institutions, and communities in helping to meet the state of California’s goals for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions.  We are also dedicated to helping Bay Area communities prepare for and adapt to the impacts of 

climate change. 

Vision 

Our vision is to enable a healthy, safe and globally competitive Bay Area through collaborative action on climate 

change.  Our coordinated efforts will be a model for regional action in California, the nation, and the world. 

Leadership Call to Action 

We will promote our vision through various channels of action, including public policy, education, market shifts and 

behavioral change. Our approach will evolve over time. We challenge the region to join us in our efforts. 

We wil work together to advance: 

 A sustainable built environment, encompassing buildings, public spaces, waste reduction and resilience 

to climate change, including sea level rise;  

 Models of planning and development that reduce the region’s carbon footprint;  

 Economic opportunity and innovation that makes possible green jobs, provides workforce training and 

education, and enables cutting-edge research and development;  



 Renewable energy choices that decrease reliance on carbon-intensive fuels;  

 Transportation and commuting choices that improve our quality of life;  

 Constructive legislation at the local, state, and federal level; and  

 Increase the volume of waste products diverted from landfills.  

To accelerate results, and best serve the region, we will seek to: 

 Advance models for use by the broader regional community on effective local actions being taken to 

reduce GHG emissions;  

 Help to identify and disseminate emerging best practices for each sector: public, private, and civil 

society;  

 Accelerate adoption of solutions by scaling up successful programs across the region;  

 Where advantageous, leverage selected green resources (e.g. solar inspectors, community college green 

collar programs), in order to maximize limited resources and speed progress;  

 Harmonize standards for more effective dissemination and action across the region, and;  

 Monitor and track progress in reducing emissions and increasing resiliency.  

Action Area Goals 

Our public-private partnership will initially focus on the three largest Bay Area cities to guide and develop, by joint 

example, actions that reduce the region’s greenhouse gas emissions, and increase the region’s resiliency to the 

impacts of climate change.  Action area goals and aggregate targets for the three cities, working in cooperation 

with the partners to this Compact include: 

1. Establish an example reference standard for “baseline” green building and rooftop solar practices by 
the end of 2010; 

2. Incentivize and encourage transportation mode-shifts, such as networked work locations, bicycling 
and public transit, to reduce 2008 baseline gasoline consumption 3% by the end of 2013, and 8% by 
the end of 2018;   

3. From a 2008 baseline, increase by 30% the use of renewable sources for electrical energy by the end 
of 2013 and by 50% by the end of 2018; 

4. Through conservation and energy efficiency, reduce electrical energy usage in buildings from a 2008 
baseline by an average of 10% by the end of 2013 and by 15% by the end of 2018; 

5. Increase the available blue and white collar “clean and green workforce” course/trainings by the end 
of 2013 and help place 20,000 trainees and graduates in the labor force by the end of 2013; 



6. From a 2008 baseline, decrease community water consumption by 15% by the end of 2013 and 20% 
by the end of 2018 and increase water recycling rates by 10% by the end of 2013 and 15% by the 
end of 2018; 

7. Develop and adopt municipal and organizational climate adaptation plans by the end of 2013 to 
increase resiliency to the impacts of climate change; 

8. Implement a common, ongoing region-wide public information campaign by the end of 2010, to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase community resiliency; 

9. Increase solid waste diversion from landfills to 75% by the end of 2013, and achieve zero waste by 
the end of 2020;  

10. Increase the number of zero emission and other advanced ultra-low emission light duty vehicles to 
10% of municipal fleets by the end of 2013, and to 25% by the end of 2018. 
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The U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 
(As endorsed by the 73rd

 Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors meeting, Chicago, 2005) 
 

A. We urge the federal government and state governments to enact policies and programs 
to meet or beat the target of reducing global warming pollution levels to 7 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2012, including efforts to: reduce the United States’ dependence 
on fossil fuels and accelerate the development of clean, economical energy resources 
and fuel-efficient technologies such as conservation, methane recovery for energy 
generation, waste to energy, wind and solar energy, fuel cells, efficient motor vehicles, 
and biofuels; 

B. We urge the U.S. Congress to pass bipartisan greenhouse gas reduction legislation that 
1) includes clear timetables and emissions limits and 2) a flexible, market-based system 
of tradable allowances among emitting industries; and 

C. We will strive to meet or exceed Kyoto Protocol targets for reducing global warming 
pollution by taking actions in our own operations and communities such as:  

 
1. Inventory global warming emissions in City operations and in the community, 

set reduction targets and create an action plan.  
2. Adopt and enforce land-use policies that reduce sprawl, preserve open space, 

and create compact, walkable urban communities;  
3. Promote transportation options such as bicycle trails, commute trip reduction 

programs, incentives for car pooling and public transit;  
4. Increase the use of clean, alternative energy by, for example, investing in 

“green tags”, advocating for the development of renewable energy resources, 
recovering landfill methane for energy production, and supporting the use of 
waste to energy technology;  

5. Make energy efficiency a priority through building code improvements, 
retrofitting city facilities with energy efficient lighting and urging employees to 
conserve energy and save money;  

6. Purchase only Energy Star equipment and appliances for City use;  
7. Practice and promote sustainable building practices using the U.S. Green 

Building Council's LEED program or a similar system;  
8. Increase the average fuel efficiency of municipal fleet vehicles; reduce the 

number of vehicles; launch an employee education program including anti-
idling messages; convert diesel vehicles to bio-diesel;  

9. Evaluate opportunities to increase pump efficiency in water and wastewater 
systems; recover wastewater treatment methane for energy production;  

10. Increase recycling rates in City operations and in the community;  
11. Maintain healthy urban forests; promote tree planting to increase shading 

and to absorb CO2; and  
12. Help educate the public, schools, other jurisdictions, professional associations, 

business and industry about reducing global warming pollution. 

 
 




